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me, intentionally misleading many people, and I think you could do great harm to certain individuals. I 
think it's a good thing that we're doing today, I don't agree particularly with the time, the six months. I 
kind of like one year, I've heard other States using one year and other Counties, and that seems to be a 
very good compromise. And I would hope that the Legislature would consider something like that and 
perhaps they can work that out and get this through. 

But for now I think we really need to pass this out, we are looking out after our people when we do this 
because we're bringing attention to it. They know where they're at, hopefully. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Member Carroll. Members, any other discussion as it relates to the 
motion on the floor? Member Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. You know, I, just like you, you know, would like to 
see that our people here on Maui County get a fair shake. But the law is the law, six months. Even if 
we don't pass this thing Corporation Counsel had indicated that they will still follow HRS 47. 

Yesterday I received a mail from a resident in Kahului in regards to some property damage that was 
done on her hollow tile fence because of the tree that we had planted within the County road 
right-of-way, you know, overgrowth root system, you know, damaging that particular fence. She filed a 
claim but the claim was after six months, so she was denied that claim. I think the Legislators, well, our 
representatives to the Legislature, hopefully, they continue to look at this two-year statute oflimitation. 
And I think the two years will give ample time for our citizenry here on Maui a chance to, if they have 
personal injuries or property damage, to file their claim. So, the law is the law, Chair. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Pontanilla. Any, any other discussion as it relates to the motion on the 
floor? Mr. Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you, thank you very much, Chairman. I, I yes, you know, I 
had the opportunity to talk story with our two members of Corp. Counsel right during our break. And in 
looking at the Charter and in looking at State law, it is not about not respecting or recognizing State law 
nor is it about misleading the pUblic. What I look at is the existing Charter tells us two years. The State 
Legislature in their efforts, in their attempts, recognized two years as an appropriate timetable. 

I can't believe that, that discussion that ensued during the legislative process in the State Legislature did 
not come up with many different scenarios to cover the inconsistencies between State law and various 
County Charters. Two years to me is an appropriate time to allow our people ample time to set or 
prepare whatever claims or cases they may have that are legitimate against this County. By reducing 
two years to six months does not mean we're not going to get anymore frivolous cases. As a matter of 
fact, I think we will, because there is now going to be a rush to deal with, with claims against this 
County. So I cannot think that the State Legislature was all wrong, I expect them to again ensue 
discussion on this particular item. And at this particular point in time, Chairman, I am not able to 
support the motion on the floor. Thank you. 
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CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Mateo. Any other discussion before the Chair makes his comments? 
Mr. Kane. 

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Very briefly, Chair. Thank you for my second and final opportunity for the motion on 
the floor and speaking in favor of the resolution. In hindsight and this by no means is any, being critical 
of, of, of the Committee's work. In hindsight it would have been helpful for us perhaps to get some 
better insight if we had executive session opportunity. Because I know as a reference point Corporation 
Counsel has cited an existing lawsuit that it would have provided us, I think, a better inside 
understanding of why we have people in the legal field coming and testifying in opposition and yet we 
have our Corporation Counsel who has brought this forward for our consideration. And obviously, you 
know, in the court room, in the judiciary, you know, it's, it's a battleground. 

Okay. And so it would have helped, I think, in hindsight, and again so, I want to say that in the future if 
we do have something like this because there's reference points that are being cited it, perhaps we would 
have been able to have that consideration to have executive session to get some additional information. 
Be that as it may, again, I'm comfortable with moving forward and I thank you for that second and 
final. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Kane. No other comments from the body which relates to the motion? 
Then the Chair will make his comments. And it's been cited the law is the law and I think we can 
all. .. oh, is there anybody? Oh I'm sorry, Member Anderson, I didn't see your hand go up. Okay. 
Member Anderson--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Sorry, Chair,--

CHAIR MOLINA: --you have the floor. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --to allow you the last word. This is a hard one for me because I certainly 
think that we need to follow the law on all instances. And I certainly don't want to mislead anybody 
who might be reading our Charter. But I also don't want to mislead the Legislature, who is attempting 
to write this in our favor and in fact did. And were it not for the Governor, we wouldn't even be talking 
about this today, because the State statute would then be in conformance with our Charter. So I like to 
side on the, on the favor of the previous Council and the previous voters who set our limitation at two 
years, and if that's overturned by the Governor and overturned by the Supreme Court, I'd like to see the 
challenge to that play out before we actually change it in our Charter. So with reservations I'm going, 
going to not support this resolution today. Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Any final comments from the floor before the Chair makes 
his remarks? Seeing none. As I stated earlier I think the comments the law is the law is, you know, is 
quite appropriate; however, in this Country we all have the right to disagree with the law constructively. 
We as Lawmakers serve the people, that I believe first and foremost. We make the laws but we are at 
the behest of the citizenry. And when you look at the two years that was voted on by our citizenry via 
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County Charter I think we have to have great respect for that. And so it is just your Chair's opinion, I'm 
going to side with the people on this one. 

Because many people who have claims, it's a very cumhersome process, very traumatic for a lot of folks 
and bureaucracy related to doctors' offices or government itself exists, it's a reality. And as I stated 
earlier, to cut down the amount of time from two years to six months I believe places an unnecessary 
burden on our citizens. So be that as it may wherever this matter goes, if it passes out of Committee 
today or fails, it is just for me, my own personal choice to not support the matter on the floor. And I'm 
sure this will not be the last discussion of this issue whether it be here or up there at the State 
Legislature. So it's, you know, a continuing soap opera that I'm sure will be heard from again. So the 
Chair will not be supporting the motion on the floor. With that being said the Chair will call for the 
vote. All those in favor signify by saying aye. 

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Aye. 

COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Aye. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Aye. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Aye. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Aye. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Aye. 

CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: No. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: No. 

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Carroll, Hokama, Johnson, Pontanilla, and 
Tavares, and Vice-Chair Kane. 

NOES: Councilmembers Anderson and Mateo, and Chair Molina. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

EXC.: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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ACTION: FIRST READING OF REVISED RESOLUTION. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Chair votes "no". Member Anderson "no", and Member Mateo "no". The final vote count 
is six to three The measure passes out of Committee. Thank you very much, Members. 

COW-53 AMENDING CHARTER SECTION 13-2, RELATING TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS (C.c. No. 06-174) 

CHAIR MOLINA: Members, we have one last item to discuss and that is Committee of the Whole Item 53, 
which is related to so amending the Charter Section 13-2, relating to boards and commissions. The 
Committee is in receipt of County Communication No. 06-174 from the Mayor, transmitting a proposed 
resolution to amend Section 13-2 of the Charter, which relates to boards and commissions. 

And in addition, a correspondence dated July 3, 2006, from the Corporation Counsel's office, 
transmitted a revised proposed resolution, "Proposing an Amendment to the Revised Charter of the 
County of Maui (1983), As Amended, Amending Section 13-2, Relating to Boards and Commissions." 

The intent of the revised proposed resolution is to amend Section 13-2, which relates to boards and 
commissions. I sound a little bit redundant here, Members, forgive me. And this would be by removing 
reference to political party affiliations and appointments to the various boards and commissions, and by 
also incorporating the wording of the proposed ballot question. 

From the Mayor's office we have Executive Assistant Mr. Dave DeLeon, as well as Mr. Moto from the 
Corporation Counsel's office. And I would like to yield the floor to Mr. DeLeon for opening comments 
on this proposal, which comes from the Mayor's office. Mr. DeLeon. 

MR. DELEON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, good morning. The requirement in 13.2, the argument for this 
amendment is the requirement in 13.2 is no longer necessary or appropriate. And it's in fact an 
anachronism of a previous time in our political history. The reality that we experience is that most 
citizens no longer identify with a party and that plays out in our applications for boards and 
commissions. We asked every applicant for boards and commissions to identify their party as we 
currently require in 13.2. The reaction we get is ... well, the last, the last slate of 72 applicants we had 
14 Democrats, 11 Republicans, 30, I'm sorry, 23 none, and 24 Independents. So roughly a third 
identified with parties and two-thirds did not. 

I've been dealing with boards and commissions for, well, for 12 years but not concurrently, but over a 
course of 16 years, and it's been my experience that some applicants are just hesitant to identify their 
party on a piece of paper. Then this requirement could in some cases actually be a detriment to people 
applying for service to the County for appointments of boards and commissions. 

I believe the attitude of the voters is, was created by, by changes in the law, first, then the requirement 
the, the removing of the requirement for identification of party for, for Primary Elections. And then 
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1998, Maui County itself shifted to a nonpartisan election for, for elected officials. So the question is 
then, if candidates for Mayor or if County Council are no longer required to identify their party, why 
should the applicants to volunteer to serve the County on, say, the animal control, the County Animal 
Control Board or the Commission on Children and Youth have to identify their party? 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. DeLeon. Committee Members, questions for Mr. DeLeon? 
Member Anderson, followed by Member Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yes, thank you. Mr. DeLeon, excuse me, you said that, you said that it's 
a detriment to people applying. And why would you consider it a detriment? People don't want to ... 

MR. DELEON: By the number of blanks I get and the how many times I have to get back and tell people, no 
you have to, it's a requirement you have to fill it out. And some people actually argue and say they feel 
like it's an impingement on their privacy. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And that's the reason that, that they don't put down what party they're 
affiliated with? 

MR. DELEON: That's why the hesitation, yeah. If you're a Democrat and you're identifying and you're 
applying for. .. you want to serve the County and you're applying for, for appointment to a board or 
commission and you have somebody who's in office that you identify as a Republican you might have a 
sense that well, that person's not going to appoint me because I'm on the other party. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: But isn't the whole idea for this and don't you explain to people that 
we're trying to get a balance on the boards so that we don't have, you know? 

MR. DELEON: It's really hard, it's hard to balance a board with Democrats and Republicans when the far 
majority are Independents or nonpartisan. And it's self-identified as Independents, nonpartisan, or none. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well that's, that, that would be another party that would be add to the 
balance if you had--

MR. DELEON: Actually, we had a ruling on that with Corporation Counsel during the previous Chairman 
Hokama's period. He argued that Independents were an Independent Party and the Corporation Counsel 
ruled that no that was not the case, they don't have a party identification. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And that's me, I don't have a party identification either, so I consider 
myselfIndependent. Could you just let me finish? 

MR. DELEON: Yes, ma'am. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: But since we do have parties I think that those people who are involved in 
a party should be proud to state that that's their party affiliation. And if they feel it's an invasion of 
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privacy then, then I think they'd have a hard time being actively involved in any board that they, they 
might be on and stating their opinion because that certainly is an invasion of privacy, too, you have to 
state your opinion. So when people put down what party they're in I'm assuming that, that means that 
they're a card-carrying member, they have actually joined the party. 

MR. DELEON: That's self-identification. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: It's just self-identification. And so you don't do any check. 

MR. DELEON: No. I really wouldn't know where to check. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Right. And so, well, I guess you could call, call the Republican Party and 
say are they on your rolls, your membership roll. But I mean that's really not the issue, I don't think 
people are going to misrepresent what party they're in They're just saying we don't really want to say 
what party we're in. But that disturbs me even more, because if they want to hide their party affiliation 
what's the reason? And I think it has to go beyond wanting to remain, keep that private. 

I just think that the original intention behind putting this provision in was to make sure that we have a 
balance and that we don't have, you know, a Republican Mayor appointing Republican people to any 
one board and eventually have an imbalance. After all, the boards are supposed to be representative of a 
cross section of the community, and, you know, if it, if it turns out that more of our community are 
turning Independent or nonpartisan, then so be it. At least we know what their affiliation is and that in 
approving any of the appointments we can make sure that there is some kind of a balance. 

And I can appreciate your position because it's difficult enough to find people but, and if this provision 
was gone you wouldn't have to worry about keeping a balance. So my feeling is the, the requirement is 
there for a purpose, and I don't think the purpose has disappeared just because we're voting nonpartisan 
now. 

MR. DELEON: Well, I think that's a contention of the, the Amendment that it has disappeared. This is a 
nonpartisan government. I don't know who, I don't know what party the Director of Public Works is, I 
don't know what party half the people in the Mayor's cabinet belong to. We don't ask, we're not 
interested, it's a nonpartisan government. I don't know anybody, I mean I really don't care what the 
party of somebody on the Animal Control Board is. I don't know what difference that makes. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well, I mean you can say we're a nonpartisan government, but we know 
the Mayor is Republican, we know certain Members on this Council are Democrat. So you know those 
are party affiliations and they do influence, to some extent the, I guess, the opinions or the viewpoints 
that these people hold or they wouldn't be members of the party. So I'm sorry that this makes your job 
harder but again I think it's important that we realize party affiliations of . . {end of tape, start 3A @ 
11:28 a.m.} . .. people may have, Mr. Chair, so that we can make sure that we have a balance sitting on 
these boards. And way, where it may not make much of a difference on the Animal Control Board I 
think there are boards where it could make a big difference. Thank you. 
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CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Member Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER T A V ARES: Yeah. Mr. DeLeon, you stated that the Independent, when they say 
Independent it does not count as a party. 

MR. DELEON: That's correct. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So there's no way that there would be a Republican or Democrat majority 
on any of these boards and commissions? 

MR. DELEON: I think if you really stretch, you possibly could do it but no. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: A real stretch. 

MR. DELEON: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER T A V ARES: I mean the numbers as I understand it are getting bigger and bigger that 
where people are saying Independent. 

MR. DELEON: Well actually, I've been watching this as I said for 16 years and it used to be 50150, now it's 
about two-thirds Independent--

COUNCILMEMBER T A V ARES: Right. 

MR. DELEON: --or nonpartisan. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. I mean, you know, I agree with, with you and I think the voters who 
voted for nonpartisan elections that we should be taking party out of our County Government. But at the 
same time this system is so loose, where you don't check to see if they're actual dues-paying members 
of a party. So if I'm a Democrat and I want the Mayor, who is a Republican, even though we're 
nonpartisan, to appoint me, on my sheet I'm going to put Republican. There's no checking, I mean it's 
kind of, it's nuts. 

I mean, you know, we all get tagged and associated with a certain letter, but if people were to actually 
check who are dues-paying members of the parties you will find there are a number of people that call 
themselves RepUblicans that are not party members or Democrats that are not party members. I, for one, 
am not a dues-paying member of the Republican Party, but do you think I'll ever get rid of that 
Republican moniker? No, and, and neither do I want to. I mean fine, if you want to think I'm a 
Republican. I mean I've been accused of being a Democrat in disguise. So I mean, you know, it's, it's 
sort of weird. 
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But you know, if we're still going to feel that there needs to be those people who feel like they want to 
declare a party, fine, let them declare a party. But I think we have moved way beyond that, and you 
know, I would like very much to support it but I don't think it's worth the grief to support at this point. I 
really don't. There are much more important things that are going to be on our Charter ballot this 
election and this seems to be, to me, a very, a minor one in a sense given the importance of some of the 
other Charter Amendments that are going to be, going to be there. So I'm not going to support it at this 
time. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Tavares. Member Johnson. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Dave, because you don't check where, I guess, the balance came in and then 
the way that the structure, I guess, or there's additional wording in the Charter that basically said, you 
may not have more than, I guess, a bare majority for any particular party. Do you even check that? 

MR. DELEON: Yeah. We do. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. So you do at least try to verify that, you know, there isn't more 
Democrats than Republicans? 

MR. DELEON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. I can personally say, Mr. Chair, that there's some people that write 
down on their forms the, that they're not affiliated with a party and I know they are because they're 
party officials. So I've seen it and they'll just put, you know, Independent or they'll put nonpartisan. So 
anyway I just, I wanted to find out. And I thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Point of clarification. 

CHAIR MOLINA: State your point, Member Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes. In the response to Ms. Johnson's question, the question was, do you 
see that there's no more than a mere majority of Democrats or Republicans? And that, that's not how it 
reads. It's a majority of the members, so the Independents count as--

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: --part of it, so there, there, there's not going to be a majority given the 
percentages that we're talking about here. 

MR. DELEON: I don't understand your point. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: That you don't, just don't count Republicans and Democrats--
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: --or any other party. 

MR. DELEON: --or Greens. That's the only other party ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Or Greens or whatever parties--

MR. DELEON: I don't--

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: --because there's such an overwhelming number of, of Independents. 

MR. DELEON: But you have a nine member board and then you don't have more than five Democrats or five 
Republicans on it. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right, which is not going to happen because you have so many 
Independents in there normally. So it applies with the whole number not just the number of Republicans 
and the number of Democrats. It's the total number of members on the board ... five. 

MR. DELEON: Could I respond to your earlier comment though? 

COUNCILMEMBER T A V ARES: Oh. I don't know if that's proper--

MR. DELEON: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: --'cause I just asked for clarification. 

MR. DELEON: I'm sorry. Okay. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Member Johnson, you have the floor. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah. And, and that's my point. You know of the parties that are actually 
registered, I think, in the State, I didn't mean to imply that there will only be Republicans or Democrats 
and let's say Independents. There could be other parties, the Libertarians or whatever. 

But my whole point is that there is never more than one party, you know, that gets a clear majority. You 
know, so in other words, ifit's, happens to be that there's nine Democrats on a nine member board I just 
want to be assured that that is not currently occurring and, and that was what Mr. DeLeon did reference. 
He said, no, that they do check. So thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson. Mr. Hokama. 
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COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, I also believe that we have more serious problems, more serious 
challenges that this body or the Council could focus on instead of this issue. I will just state in my 
nonsupport for this proposal at this time, Mr. Chairman, that we may have a nonpartisan County 
govermnent as expressed through the Charter. We do not have an apolitical system, which means there 
are no parties. We still have parties, whatever they may be or whatever people may choose to be, we 
still have political parties. Of course, the well known ones are the Democrats and the Republicans. But, 
you know, other Members have stated, the Libertarian Party, Green Party. Whether Corp. Counsel 
agrees or not, people have run as Independent and even in Congress we have an Independent listed. 
Whether you view that as a political party or not that is the status the individual has chosen. 

I think it gives, for one, from one point of view, Mr. Chairman, that people when declaring parties 
express a basic foundation of philosophy others can either relate to or disagree of. But what's wrong 
with that? Our Country was based on parties whether it was the Wigs, Wig Party, or the Republican 
Party, Grand Old Party or the Democratic Party in history because people believe in political philosophy 
that one can subscribe to or have an affinity that it represents my basic beliefs. 

And while we have moved to a nonpartisan type of govermnent, Mr. Chairman, I wish we had an 
analysis. Because is that one of the reasons, I don't know, why we have less voter tum out because 
there's not a sense of belonging to a party that represents a specific type of political philosophy whether 
it be for workers, against employers, or whatever it may be? You know, everything is about me now, so 
maybe we need to have one "me" party. It's only about me and nobody else. You know, I wish we had 
those answers, Mr. Chairman, because it may help us make better decisions regarding some of this type 
of proposals. 

But the County does, still does and still exists political parties and still it makes a difference, because we 
still have State elections that we vote on, and we still have Federal elections that we vote on that 
depends upon political party affiliation. There's nothing wrong with that either. But I would state, 
Mr. Chairman, as someone who has seen many campaigns and for our family we're going to go through 
our 27'h, I believe, campaign. I believe parties has a place in the political system. And I may be an 
oldie, I still think it has a place in this County today, also. Thank you for my opportunity to share my 
comments, Chairman. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Hokama. The Chair has a question for Mr. DeLeon. Mr. DeLeon, you've 
cited one of the concerns you have with regards to this proposal or for asking for this proposal to be 
considered is that your, you have a difficult time having to hunt down applicants because they don't fill 
out the political party affiliation, that is correct? 

MR. DELEON: It's the one, the one part of the form it's usually left blank. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Has there been any consideration to putting, I don't know ifit's possible, if you could insert 
something on the applicant form to state that if you don't, for example, fill in this portion--

MR. DELEON: It's already there, Mr. Chair. 
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CHAIR MOLINA: It's already in there, on the application already? Is it in bold letters? 

MR. DELEON: Yes, sir. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. I was just looking at that methodology. And even, in spite of that. .. what does it say 
exactly? Can you tell us? 

MR. DELEON: That the, I think it cites the Charter, not the Charter provision, but the County Code 
requirement that, that particular line be filled out in order they'll have a completed application. 

CHAIR MOLINA: And does it state, mention anything to the applicant that your consideration could be 
delayed if you don't? 

MR. DELEON: Well, basically, it says you don't have a completed application. You'd have to fill it out. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah. I guess for some people you have to, you know, literally spell it out for them to 
make them be aware of the potential delay they could encounter by not, you know. So I guess I'm 
trying to look at a different, maybe possible different methodology to try and achieve your objective. 

MR. DELEON: I, I think the point of the, the proposal today isn't so much, you know, about party or about 
trying to get people to volunteer, they're secondary. The fact of the matter is this is an anachronism, and 
we no longer have a partisan government and so it seems to be strange to be asking volunteers who are 
volunteering to apply to serve the County to have to identify their party when the Mayor and the 
Members of the County Council don't have to identify theirs. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Mr. DeLeon. Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Chair. I respectfully disagree with Mr. DeLeon's assertion 
that we have a nonpartisan government. What we have is nonpartisan elections. And basically what 
that allows is everyone an equal opportunity in the Primary to get on to the General. So, you know, and 
hopefully, party affiliation does not interrupt the, the procedures and the processes of government, and 
hopefully, doesn't influence Members' decision-making powers or, or decisions in, in anyone issue. 
But that's not a guarantee. 

I think our current Mayor is very much a Republican, and hopefully, is, is able to work in concert with 
the State Administration because it's headed by a Republican. And I guarantee you the cooperation and 
affiliation between the two would not be the same if the Governor was a Democrat. And so for all 
practical purposes the parties do playa large role in government. I mean they're there for that purpose. 

So I just think it's, it's, I guess, a misnomer or I mean Mr. DeLeon is certainly allowed his opinion, but I 
certainly don't see our government as being nonpartisan in any way, shape, or form. You know, one of 
the, one of the advantages I feel in being Independent in that I don't belong to any party is that there's 
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nothing constraining me from crossing party lines and working in collaboration with any Members of 
this body or the State no matter what party they're in. 

But, you know, especially at the State level there are people who will tell you I'm not going to speak to 
you because you're not a member of my party. I'm not going to return your phone call because my 
party members take precedence and I only have so much time. The Governor actually so much as told 
me that months ago or rather a couple years ago before I ran, trying to influence me to become a 
Republican so that I would have entree to her, her office. 

So Ijust want to put that on the record, I don't think that we are a nonpartisan government at all. We all 
have party affiliations or group affiliations or while I might be independent from any registered party of 
any kind, I'm not independent of those people who put me in office and support me. So thank you for 
letting me have my say on that. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Mr. Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you. Mr. DeLeon, is it, is it on the application form required 
that they must identify a party affiliation? 

MR. DELEON: Yes, sir. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: And if they put no affiliation--

MR. DELEON: That's--

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: --you're saying the application is incomplete? 

MR. DELEON: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: But if--

MR. DELEON: No, no, no. If they say no affiliation, it's complete. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: And if they leave--

MR. DELEON: They just have to answer the line. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. So if they put, ifthey put a "none" on it, is the application complete? 

MR. DELEON: Frequently it's "none". 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: I'm sorry? 
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MR. DELEON: Frequently it's none. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So the application is complete? 

MR. DELEON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So what's the big deal? 

MR. DELEON: What the big deal is? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah. 

MR. DELEON: It's an anachronism, you like to have, I mean I'm sorry, let me, let me step back. I believe 
that, that provision was required when, when we had partisan voting and when, when you went to the 
Primary you had to identify yourself as one of the parties. And, and that the political organization of the 
County was, was built around party, now it's built around individuals. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Built. .. 

MR. DELEON: And so, so it's just that it seems to block people, some individuals from, from wanting to step 
forward. And that some people hesitate, some, some people take offense to being required. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Uh-huh. And those, then those individuals need not identify their party 
affiliation and indicate by writing the word none. But I think there's those who take pride in their 
affiliation with their respective parties, and they should have that same right to identify it. So, you 
know, the easiest thing instead of going through a proposed resolution at this particular point would 
have just, you know, accepted, a "none", printed on an application form and accept it and move on. I 
don't see the big deal in coming to ask us for this kind of, you know, approval of a resolution that really 
is a no-brainer. I think it's just easier to just continue as it has been, and if individuals don't want to 
recognize their party affiliation, then that's their prerogative to do so. 

J, I, I kind of like, I don't agree with you that it has prevented individuals from wanting to apply because 
they didn't want to write their party affiliation, you know, on an application form. That I have a hard 
time to, to understand. So, Chairman, my own vote at this particular time I am definitely not in support 
ofthis, of this particular proposal. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Mr. Mateo. Any final questions for Mr. DeLeon before the Chair 
makes his recommendation? Seeing none. Prior to the recommendation, Chair's comments are I've 
personally had a concern with the removal of any disclosure as it relates to government because it may, 
some may somewhat perceive it as contradictory towards open government. I feel that people should 
have the right to state their party affiliation, after all I believe if you're going to become a member of a 
group, then by all means you should let the world know who you belong to if you do belong to anything. 
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But I would suggest to the. maybe if I can ask Corporation Counsel this. with regards to our County 
applications if we, for example, in an application to a board or commission, what is the process of 
adding additional wording or language to that? Would we have to go through some type of process like 
this via a Charter Amendment or can this just be done administratively or Council approval? Can you 
give us insight on that, Mr. Moto? Say, if we wanted to re-emphasize to the applicant with regards to 
the political affiliation point of making language that's more maybe simplified or more direct to tell the 
applicant that you need to put something in this block otherwise consideration for your board or 
commission could be delayed. Can you give comment on that, Mr. Moto? 

MR. MOTO: Mr. Chairman, Chapter 2.41 of the Maui County Code outlines the, the information, among other 
things, the kind of information that is required of nominees to boards and commissions, a nd so that's an 
area that the Council could review to determine whether it should be or can be amended or not. 

CHAIR MOLINA: So we would need to have a communication come to this body for a consideration to amend 
the application, in a nutshell? 

MR. MOTO: I was speaking to sort of amending Chapter 2.41 of the Code. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, of the Code itself? 

MR. MOTO: Yeah. Of the Code--

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. 

MR. MOTO: --itself. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Members, any other comments? Seeing none. At this point the Chair 
has ... excuse me. Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Chair. You know, the thought just occurred to me that, since 
this is a provision and a requirement, that maybe we should ask the Administration when they're 
collecting these applicants to just call each party and ask them, you know, is this a dues ... are these 
people ... or maybe even just ask for a printout of their membership so that there's some way to check. 
And I mean if nobody is checking, what's the point in doing it? I mean I know he's trying to make this 
easier and I'm making it harder. But I think that there's a reason behind this and if, if we're not 
checking and people are just leaving it blank or saying none or actually putting, putting the, the party of 
the Mayor down just so they can get on the board, we should know that. 

So I just want to put that in the mix because there's no good having a rule if you're not sure that it's 
being followed. And I think the intention behind the, the rule is important. I would hate to see, you 
know, we do away with it and the next thing you know everybody is putting down who, or, you know, 
everybody is signing up because they know they don't have to put down their party affiliation. And the 
next thing you know we have a Planning Commission full of Republicans or we have a Board of 
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Variance and Appeals full of Democrats. You know, there needs to be balance and these are appointed 
positions, not elected, they don't have to go out and stump to the public and state their viewpoints and 
what their opinions are in order to get this position. All they have to do is fill out a little application, so I 
do think party affiliation is important. Affiliation or non-affiliation is important to know. And I think 
that the Mayor and this body should have some assurance that whatever they're putting down is 
accurate. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Seeing no other discussions. The Chair will recommend 
no recommendation at this point. The floor is open for any recommendation by the body. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Move to file. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Second. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Motion has been made by Member Hokama to file, seconded by Member Tavares. 
Member Hokama, as the maker of the motion you have the floor. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: No further discussion, Chairman. Thank you. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Any other discussion as it relates to the motion on the floor? Seeing none. All those in 
favor signify by saying aye. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? 

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll, Hokama, Johnson, 
Mateo, Pontanilla and Tavares, Vice-Chair Kane, and Chair 
Molina. 

NOES: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

EXC.: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

ACTION: FILE COUNTY COMMUNICATION NO. 06-174. 
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CHAIR MOLINA: The Chair will mark it unanimous. Thank you, Members. That concludes our meeting for 
today. The Chair thanks you for your professionalism and dedication as always. We do have a Budget 
and Finance meeting under the directorship of Mr. Kane at I :30, Members, so please be prompt. It is ten 
minutes to the hour of 12 o'clock on August 1st

. The Committee of the Whole meeting for today is 
now ... oops, excuse me. 

COW-28 AMENDING CHARTER SECTION 13-6 (C.C. No. 05-215) 

CHAIR MOLINA: Members, before you go I do have one housekeeping consideration. Ifwe could go back to 
Committee of the Whole Item 28 I believe in the motion it was not included the filing of the 
communication. 

VICE-CHAIR KANE: So moved. 

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Second. 

CHAIR MOLINA: It's been moved by Member Kane, seconded by Member Tavares to file the communication 
as it relates to Committee of the Whole Item 28. Any discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor 
signify by saying aye. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? 

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll, Hokama, Johnson, 
Mateo, Pontanilla and Tavares, Vice-Chair Kane, and Chair 
Molina. 

NOES: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

EXC.: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

ACTION: FILE COUNTY COMMUNICATION NO. 05-215. 
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CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Chair will mark it unanimous. And the Chair thanks the Members for that 
consideration. So with that being said. this meeting for August I st. Committee of the Whole is now 
adjourned. . .. (gavel) ... 

ADJOURN: 11:53 a.m. 

APPROVED BY: 

// ( ()O-JJ W/ /( 
/~C';!/'v\y ---

MICHAEL l!:)(1:0LINA, Chair 
Committee of the Whole 

cow:rnin:060801 
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